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SUBJECT: MESSAGE EROM PRESIDENT CARTER TO ECUADOR'S 
SUPREME COUNCIL 

1 . THE SIGNED ORIGINAL LETTER EROM PRESIDENT CARTER WAS 
HANDED TO ADMIRAL POVEDA ON JUNE 26 UPON LATTER'S ARRIVAL 
IN WASHINGTON FOR PRIVATE VISIT TO US. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: DEAR MEMBERS OE THE SUPREME COUNCIL: I 
WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU PERSONALLY EOR THE WARM AND 
GRACIOUS HOSPITALITY WHICH YOU, YOUR WIVES, YOUR GOVERN- 
MENT AND THE PEOPLE OE ECUADOR GAVE ROSALYNN DURING HER 
VISIT TO QUITO. WE CONSIDERED THE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS 
ERANKLY AND IN DEPTH OUR MANY COMMON INTERESTS AND CONCERNS 
EXTREMELY USEEUL. 

ROSALYNN HAS REPORTED TO ME EULLY ON THE SUBSTANCE OF YOUR 
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TALKS. I WAS ESPECIALLY PLEASED TO HEAR THAT ECUADOR 
WILL SIGN AND RATIEY THE AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS, AND WOULD HOPE THAT ECUADOR, EROM ITS WELL-KNOWN 
POSITION AS A CHAMPION OF PRINCIPLE IN INTERNATIONAL BE- 
HAVIOR, WILL CONTINUE TO PLAY A LEADING ROLE IN THE 
EEEORT TO IMPROVE HUMAN RIGHTS. I KNOW YOU WILL CONTINUE 
THE ACTIVE SEARCH EOR CONSTRUCTIVE WAYS TO IMPROVE THE 
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HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION WITHIN OUR HEMISPHERE. 

I ALSO WISH YOU WELL AND WILL FOLLOW CLOSELY YOUR PLAN 
FOR A RETURN TO CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT DURING 1978. ROSALYNN 
AND I ARE IMPRESSED WITH YOUR GOVERNMENT'S PLANS IN THIS 
AREA, WHICH ARE WORTHY OF EMULATION BY OTHER NATIONS. 

AS FOR YOUR ARMS REQUESTS, I WOULD LIKE TO ASSURE YOU THAT 
WE ARE STUDYING THEM CAREFULLY IN LIGHT OF MY ADMINISTRA- 
TION'S NEW ARMS SALES POLICY. WE MAY NOT BE ABLE TO 
RESPOND FULLY AND AFFIRMATIVELY ON CERTAIN OF YOUR 
REQUESTS, BUT I WOULD LIKE TO ASSURE YOU THAT WE WILL LOOK 
THOROUGHLY AT EACH, AND WILL CONSULT WITH YOU IN THE NEAR 
FUTURE ABOUT THEM. 

ROSALYNN'S VISIT STRENGTHENED OUR AWARENESS OF POTENTIAL 
SECURITY PROBLEMS IN THE ANDEAN SUBREGION. WE ARE ACTIVELY 
SEARCHING FOR WAYS TO REDUCE TENSIONS IN THAT AREA. I 
HAVE INSTRUCTED THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE TO BEGIN DIS- 
CUSSIONS IN WASHINGTON WITH YOUR GOVERNMENT AND WITH OTHER 
PARTIES CONCERNED - AND THESE HAVE BEGUN. WE SHOULD 
PURSUE JOINTLY EVERY POSSIBLE AVENUE TO PROMOTE A 
REDUCTION OF INTRAREGIONAL TENSIONS. 

DURING HER DISCUSSIONS IN LIMA WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF 
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PERU, ROSALYNN RAISED, WITH MY FULL SUPPORT, THE SUBJECT 
OF RESTRAINING ARMS ACQUISITIONS. SHE EXPLAINED TO THE 
PERUVIAN GOVERNMENT OUR DEEP COMMITMENT TO REDUCING 
TENSIONS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, AND POINTED OUT THAT YOUR 
CONCERNS MAKE IT ALL THE MORE DESIRABLE FOR PERU TO 
DEMONSTRATE ITS PEACEFUL INTENTIONS. SHE ALSO MENTIONED 
YOUR INTEREST IN FURTHER DISCUSSIONS WITH PERU ABOUT 
GAINING ACCESS TO THE AMAZON FOR YOUR COUNTRY. 

WE ARE ALSO, OF COURSE, AWARE OF YOUR GOVERNMENT'S CONCERN 
ABOUT ECUADOR'S EXCLUSION FROM THE GENERALIZED SYSTEM OF 
PREFERENCES CONTAINED IN THE UNITED STATES TRADE ACT. 

WE ARE CURRENTLY REVIEWING THIS QUESTION. 

AGAIN, MY MOST SINCERE THANKS FOR HAVING MADE ROSALYNN'S 
STAY IN QUITO SUCH A MEMORABLE EVENT. I HOPE THAT BOTH 
OUR COUNTRIES, AND OTHERS AS WELL, WILL BENEFIT FROM THE 
PROCESS WE HAVE BEGUN TO BUILD TOWARD A MORE PEACEFUL 
FUTURE. SINCERELY, JIMMY CARTER. P.S. ROSALYNN SENDS 
HER BEST WISHES. J.C. END TEXT. 

3. EMBASSY SHOULD DELIVER COPIES OF THE LETTER TO THE 
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GOE - IN PARTICULAR TO EACH OE THE TWO OTHER JUNTA 
ADDRESSEES - AND TO OTHERS AS EMBASSY DETERMINES. NOTA- 
TIONS SHOULD BE MADE ON THE TRANSMITTAL COMMUNICATIONS 
TO THE EEEECT THAT THE SIGNED ORIGINAL HAS BEEN DELIVERED 
TO ADMIRAL POVEDA AND THAT THE USG DOES NOT WANT THE 
LETTER TO BE MADE PUBLIC. 

VANCE 
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NNN 
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